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AP to mobilise
funds for salaries

Hyderabad: The state had
expected some funds from the

Centre before the end of this
month but there were no com-

munications from the Centre till
Thursday, said a finance depart-

ment official. He added that
they were trying to pay the

salaries to the employees by
the last date of this month and

were considering various
options to mobilise funds to

pay the salaries. The state gov-
ernment can borrow another

`2,000 crore, but with only 48
hours left in the month it might

not be possible.  

AP looks for
sponsors

Hyderabad: Development of
smart cities will cost a bomb to

the cash-starved AP govern-
ment. The municipal administra-

tion department is seeking
`500 crore for phase-1 develop-

ment of Vijayawada, Guntur,
Tirupati and Nellore as smart

cities. In fact, the allocation of
budget to the municipal admin-

istration department alone by
the state government in the

ensuing state budget-2015-16
will be huge. The MAUD has
`500 crore for smart cities,

`1,255 crore towards revolving
fund for Capital Region

Development Authority, `250
crore per annum for financial

package to farmers surrender-
ing their lands under Land

Pooling Scheme, `320 crore for
sanitation and `400 crore for

urban housing scheme. All
these are in addition to `5,200

crore budget allocated to the
department in the current

financial year (2014-15).
While the US government has

come forward to develop
Visakhapatnam as the smart

city, the AP government does
not have sponsors for trans-

forming other towns into smart
cities. 

BOOT

S.N.V. SUDHIR | DC  
VISAKHAPATNAM, JAN. 29

Andhra Pradesh is aim-
ing at 500 startup compa-
nies by the year-end. IT
minister, Palle
Raghunatha Reddy on
Thursday handed over
agreements to five
groups who applied for
space at Vizag’s start-up
Village, which had rec-
eived around 170 applica-
tions from enthusiastic
student entrepreneurs.

Agreements were hand-
ed over to Cybercubes,
Myvedika, AngryEngi-
ne, Texties, Turnup,
startups. Around 50
other start-ups were also
given space at the
Startup village.  

Talking at the Boot
Camp inauguration at
the Vizag Start-up villa-
ge, the IT minister point-
ed that many investors
from Japan, Switzerland
and Singapore evinced
interest in investing in
Andhra Pradesh after,
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, vis-
ited those countries pro-
moting the state. 

He said Wipro and Tech
Mahindra had already
agreed to begin their
operations that provide
employment to 6,000 by
each IT company. 

“We are aiming at 500
startups by year-end and
5,000 within five to six
years in the state. For AP,
N. Chandrababu Naidu is
the capital and looking at
him many investors are
coming forward to invest
in the state. We are also
targeting `12,000 crore
and `30,000 crore invest-
ments in IT and electron-
ics sectors respectively.
We have already intro-
duced single window
clearance through which
an application to start an
industry in  the state will
be cleared in just four
weeks along with permi-
ssions from 28 different
departments,” he said. 

State government also
has plans to set up simi-
lar start-up villages in all
the engineering colleges
in Vizag.   

Foundation for IT sig-
nature tower which has
been long pending will be
laid in February in
Vizag, added the minis-

ter. Later, talking to
reporters, the minister
said ITIRs will come up
in Vizag, Tirupati and
Anantapur. 

He further said, the

state government is
already pursuing with
the Union government
on the pending applica-
tion of Vizag ITIR pro-
posal. 

State government IT
advisor, J. Satyanaraya-
na, principal secretary at
CMO, Ajai Sawhney also
took part in the boot
camp inauguration.

ADVICE TO
STUDENTS 

■ IT signature tower foundation in February; More start-ups planned in colleges

Students from various colleges take part in the Boot Camp for AP start-up
Villages at IT Incubation Center atop IT Park in Visakhapatnam on Thursday.

— DECCAN CHRONICLE

AP aims at 500 start-up units
CAMP

Peoples’ representatives
turn motivational speakers
DC CORRESPONDENT 
VISAKHAPATNAM, JAN. 29

Old habits die hard.
Public representatives,
who were once teachers
went back to their class-
rooms on Thursday and
turned motivational sp-
eakers at the boot camp
launch at the start-up
Village in IT SEZ. 

While Vizag MP, Kam-
bhampati Haribabu,
was a professor at
Andhra University,
Anakapalle MP, Mutt-
amsetti Srinivas, taught
computer classes to stu-
dents before starting
educational institutions
and IT minister, Palle
Raghunatha Reddy, was
a chemistry lecturer
before becoming a
politician. 

All the three lectured
on social service, disci-
pline, hard work,
human values to
become a successful
entrepreneurs rather

settling as an employee.
This was probably after
they were overwhelmed
with the presence of stu-
dents in large numbers
on Thursday after these
leaders bid adieu to
classrooms to try their
luck in politics.

“Am an engineer by a
student, a teacher by a
profession, an entrepre-
neur by aptitude and a
politician by accident.
Even while in the col-
lege one should think
that whether he should
be a job seeker or job
creator to others. With
that kind of thinking I
turned entrepreneur.
Me along with a group of

friends followed a gov-
ernment policy at that
time and started our
venture. And it’s not so
easy  to sustain in a
business. One should
have patience and perse-
verance. The business
which I was associated
with earlier started ma-
king profits only from
31st year. We did busi-
ness with patience for 30
long years with losses,”
said Mr Haribabu. 

Anakapalle MP,
Muttamsetti Srinivas,
asked the students to
believe in oneself to be a
successful entrepreneur.
He gave an example of
Grandhi Mallikarjuna
Rao who hails from a
backward, Srikakulam
district, and established
GMR group. 

Palle Raghunatha
Reddy stressed on the
need for a good work
culture, discipline, dedi-
cation and hard work to
be successful in life. 

Visakhapatnam: Vizag
MP Kambhampati
Haribabu, told stu-
dents that they
should strive to see
that Andhra Pradesh’s
IT exports reach
`12,000 crore in the
coming five years. He
also asked manage-
ments of the colleges
to earmark some
space for startup vil-
lage on their campus
to promote innovative
thinking among 
students.

Visakhapatnam:
Anakapalle MP,
Muttamsetti Srinivas,
observed that 
students in AP lack
self motivation and
asked them to work
on it. Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu
Naidu in his televised
message had asked
students to develop
innovative thinking to
pursue their dreams. 

Visakhapatnam: 
Palle Raghunatha
Reddy stressed on
the need for a good
work culture, disci-
pline, dedication and
hard work to be suc-
cessful in life.

ADMINISTRATION GEARS UP
TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
Visakhapatnam: As a result
of the first swine flu case
reported in the city, dis-
trict administration geared
up measures to provide
awareness and necessary
assistance to people. A
helpline with 9000810702
has been set up in the dis-
trict headquarters to pro-
vide necessary assistance
to the people which would
provide round-the-clock
services. Hospital authori-
ties said they had arranged
6 beds in KGH for children
and pregnant and others
would be treated at Chest

Diseases hospital. IT minis-
ter Palle Raghunadha
Reddy and HRD minister
Ganta Srinivasa Rao visited
the hospital and reviewed
with officials at the King
George Hospital on
Thursday on the intensity
of cases and availability of
medicines. It may be
recalled that at a four-
year-old boy was tested
positive of six suspected
cases and another 14 year-
old boy was admitted on
Wednesday on suspicion
whose swab has been sent
for examination.

SWINE FLU AWARENESS CAMP
IN SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
Ongole: The regional
director of medical and
health department Dr D.
Shalini Devi on Thursday
visited the Rajiv Gandhi
Institute of Medical
Sciences in Ongole and
inspected the swine flu
wards. She reviewed the
arrangements and inquired
about the condition of
swine flu patients under-
going treatment in the
hospital. She interacted
with the RIMS director P.
Anjaiah. DMHO Dr Y.

Yasmin said, “Test reports
of three patients were
negative. We are waiting
for test reports of  two
patients undergoing treat-
ment in private hospitals.”
One patient suffering from
TB was shifted to another
ward.  Meanwhile, the offi-
cials launched awareness
campaign on Swine Flu in
schools, colleges and pub-
lic places. They are also
conducting campaigns at
the RTC Bus Stand, railway
stations.

Hyderabad: Two female
patients succumbed to

H1N1 in Gandhi Hospital
taking the death toll in

Telangana to 34. The total
number of positive cases

in the city has touched
537 cases in the month of

January 2015. A 58-year
old female and an 80-
year-old female from

Lalaguda both of whom
were sent from private
hospitals for treatment

and succumbed in Gandhi
hospital. Twelve junior

doctors have tested posi-
tive for H1N1 in Osmania

General Hospital.

2 WOMEN DIE 
IN GANDHI 

Hyderabad: The blood
samples to be tested for
H1N1 show no signs of
ebbing making the Instit-
ute of Preventive Medic-
ine divide it into batches
of 50 each. Since January
20 there are 100 samples
which are being tested
everyday and this is creat-
ing a lot of pressure on
the technicians. Dr A.
Reddy, IPM director said,
“We are doing the testing
in batches of 50 so that
some results can be decl-
ared by afternoon. Other-
wise declaring all results
at 6 pm was not possible.”

IPM LOADED
WITH SAMPLES

SWINE FLU

● The political leaders
at start-up village 
lectured on social
service, discipline,
hard work, human 
values needed to
become a successful
entrepreneur.

Nursing staff of KGH wear masks in Visakhapatnam. 

Travellers
ALERT

PEOPLE WITH HAND-WRITTEN,
NON-MACHINE READABLE 
PASSPORTS MUST IMMEDIATELY
APPLY FOR REISSUE

DISTRICTS of
Andhra
Pradesh,
which are
currently
under the

jurisdiction of Regional
Passport Office in
Hyderabad, will be trans-
ferred to Visakhapatnam
Passport Office in the
coming months. 
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THE TRANSFER includes
Passport Seva Kendras
of ● Vijayawada and
Tirupati as well and all
the applicants from ●
Anantapur, ● Chittoor,
● YSR Kadapa, ●
Kurnool, ● Nellore, ●
Vijayawada, ● Guntur, ●
Prakasam would need to
approach the Passport
Office in Visakhapatnam
for all queries and
passport-related
issues/services, said
Regional Passport
Officer Hyderabad,
Ashwini Sattaru at the
Annual Press Conference
held on Thursday.

AFFECTED AREAS

RPO Hyderabad will coordinate with the Haj Committee and pro-
cure a list of all Haj pilgrims and their passport status to avoid
last minute rush. Fresh passport applications from Haj pilgrims
will get a faster police verification. — ASHWINI SATTARU 

● FROM NOVEMBER 24,
2015, all non-machine read-
able passports and hand-writ-
ten passports will become
invalid. Those holding such
passports are requested to
apply for reissue.

● RPO HYDERABAD stood
top among 37 passport offices
across country in the number
of passports issued in 2014. 

● REISSUE BEFORE exhaus-
tion of pages: Passport hold-
ers should have a minimum
validity of six months for
applying for any visa.

● SOME COUNTRIES do not
accept passports which have
fewer than two visa pages
remaining. 

2.86L
hand-written and
non-machine
readable pass-
ports are there
across India.
NRIs holding
such passports
can approach
Indian Embassy
or Consulate for
renewal. Reissue
can be applied
under Tatkal.

FREQUENT
TRAVELLERS
can apply for
Jumbo booklet
with 60 pages

■ Animals strayed many times recently across Telangana, Andhra Pradesh 

Leopards breed in sugarcane fields 

MAN VS WILD 

U. SUDHAKAR 
REDDY | DC 
HYDERABAD, JAN. 28

Has the leopard-human
conflict in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
State taken a new
dimension? Is
Maharashtra’s Akole
valley phenomenon of
carnivorous cats adapt-
ing to human habita-
tion being replicated in
Andhra and
Telangana?

Wildlife experts say
that the recent series of
incidents wherein leop-
ards have been spotted
in five districts in AP
and three in TS, close
to towns and rural
areas, are indications
that the big cats are
adapting to human
habitations. 

On Thur-sday as well
there were two
instances of leopards
being spotted, in
Anantapur and
Kadapa.

Imran Siddiqui of
Hyderabad Tiger
Conservation Society
said, “There is no spurt
in leopards straying
out; in fact they are
now adapting to stay
close to human habita-
tions. Leopards have
started breeding in
high crop areas like
sugarcane fields. In
Tirupati, Visakhapat-
nam and Hyderabad
there have been
instances of leopards
feeding near garbage
dumps. More instances
are being reported as
people are now more
aware of their pres-
ence. Goat lifting, cat-
tle kills are taking
place.”

Leopards live in high
densities in rural areas
due to easy availability

of stray dogs, pigs and
calves. 

A senior wildlife offi-
cial of the Telangana
forest department said,
“They might have
come out in search of
food like they stray
during summer for
water. Leopards can’t
feed on adult wild boar
as they are strong and
difficult to attack.” 

Andhra Pradesh prin-
cipal chief conservator
of forests, A.V. Joseph
said, “They are harm-
less and are of no dan-
ger to humans. In
Maharashtra there was
a phenomenon of leop-
ards breeding in sugar-
cane fields. But this
phenomenon is unlike-
ly in Andhra Pradesh.” 

DC 
CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 28 

The demand for leop-
ards in international
wild life trafficking
has decreased accor-
ding to Wildlife
Protection Society of
India, while the num-
ber of poaching inci-
dents have come do-
wn according to the
forest department. 

Tiger killings, how-
ever, have increased,
but the leopard popu-
lation is stabilising

as they are not target-
ed by poachers.

Wild life expert
Imran Siddiqui
said,”We can’t say
leopard population is
blooming but they
have stabilised.
Poaching has come
down as there are no
takers for leopard
skin and bones.”

According to WPSI,
the illicit interna-
tional demand for big
cat skins continues,
there is virtually no
market for leopard
skins in India.

KILLING FIELDS
LEOPARDS HAVE BEGUN TO ADAPT TO THE HUMAN
HABITATIONS AND HAVE STARTED TO BREED IN CROP
FIELDS LIKE REVEALED WILD LIFE EXPERTS.

● Wild life rescue vans provided for each 
circle in AP and TS

● No of tranquilising experts available
● No vets in Guntur, Prakasham and Kurnool

POACHING IN INDIA
1,278 leopards killed in 2000
200 leopards killed in 2005
187 leopards killed in 2011
137 leopards killed in 2012
110 leopards killed in 2013
115 leopards killed in 2014
47 LEOPARD DEATHS IN 2015

POPULATION STABLISES
AS POACHING REDUCED

LEAPORDS HAVE
FREE RUN IN
SEEMA REGION
DC CORRESPONDENT
ANANTAPUR, JAN. 29

Leopards seem to be having a field
day in many areas of Rayalaseema
region. They are found lurking
behind bushes in firms and have trig-
gered a wave of panic.

On Thursday, two leopards attacked
a herd of sheep and killed at least 90
of them at R. Locharla village in
Anantapur district.

In another incident, the people of
Sanipaya village in Veeraballi man-
dal of Kadapa district had a hair-
raising experience since the wee
hours after a leopard entered the vil-
lage and climbed up a tree. It stayed
there for seven hours till it was
caged. Fear-stricken, the villagers of
Sanipaya ran helter-skelter. 

The villagers informed the forest
officials, who rushed to the spot and
took at least seven hours to cage the
leopard. It was tranquilized and put
in a cage.

Forest officials said the leopard had
not harmed either animals or
humans. The Sanipaya village is
close to the reserved forest of Sesh-
achalam and is home to many wild
animals, Kadapa divisional forest
official said and added that the leop-
ard would be shifted to Tirupati zoo.

However, in Anantapur district, a
couple of leopards created tension
for villagers of R. Locharla. 

A four-member group of sheep rear-
ers in Penukonda mandal set up a
Roppam (shelter for sheep) near
Kumarappa Kunta of R. Locharla
hamlet. There were about 180 small
sheep kept in the Roppam with one
person to watch over them while the
trio took away the older sheep into
nearby hilly areas. The lone guard
was sleeping, when a couple of leop-
ards attacked the herd and killed at
least 90 of them. 

Thirty more were injured and when
the man shouted, the leopards disap-
peared into the forest.


