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The police on Monday arrest-
ed the soldier who allegedly
tried to rape a 14-year-old girl
inside the Army area in RK
Puram on Saturday night. The
accused was identified as T.
Suresh, 30, a lance naik,
police said. 

Army officials handed over
the accused to the police, who
had earlier booked a case
against him for rape bid.
“The accused was drunk
when he attacked the two girls
and tried to rape one of
them,” said Trimulgherry
inspector R.S Raju. The police
is investigating if he has a
criminal history. Army offi-
cials have informed the police
that there will be a inquiry
against him by an Army
agency. The accused Suresh
punched the girl causing an
internal injury and beat up
her younger sister when they
resisted. Locals, who came to
the spot hearing the screams
of the girls, caught the sus-
pect and rescued the victim.
But, Army officials took him
inside the camp before police
arrived. After a day, he was
handed over to the police. 

The girl’s mother, who
works as a maid at a Major’s
house in the Army compound
at Thimmaya Lines, had
alleged that the soldier was
drunk and had tried to throw
the girl into the bushes after
tearing her clothes and suffo-
cating her. The accused will
be remanded on Tuesday.
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POLICE CRACKDOWN

■ Four top red sanders smugglers with international links arrested

COPS BUST SMUGGLING LINKS
Delhi firms sell red
sandalwood beads
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 3

The AP police has said
that illegal red sandal-
wood factories are
mushrooming in and
around New Delhi. 

The Kadapa police,
recently arrested a fac-
tory owner from Delhi
for red sanders smug-
gling. Cops found sever-
al factories making red
sanders beads and
wooden crafts illegally
and selling them at a
high price.

Kadapa police arrest-
ed one Jayapal, a facto-
ry owner in Delhi, and
also one T. Lakshman,
who has links with the
China and Bhutan mod-
ules.

Kadapa superinten-
dent of police Navin
Gulati said, “So far, we

knew that red sanders
had a huge demand
abroad, but it is now
highly sought after in
Delhi too. Factories on
the outskirts of Delhi
make beads and each
bead is sold for around
`20,000 to `30,000. These
smugglers, including
Lakshman, are linked
to Katiganahalli in
Karnataka. They were
in close touch with each
other.”

Police said that the
wood smuggled via
Karnataka is mostly
going to Delhi and from
there to Nepal, China
and Bhutan.

U. SUDHAKAR 
REDDY | DC 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 3

Crackdowns by the AP
police on top red sanders
smugglers with interna-
tional links have broken
the spine of major mod-
ules involved in smug-
gling of the prized wood.

Recently, police arrest-
ed four top smugglers,
including Dubai-based
sanders don Sahul Ham-
eed’s son Azharuddin, K.
Venkatesh, a rich smug-
gler, Lakshman, linked to
a Bhutan-based module
and Jayapal, another
smuggler.

Investigation has also
revealed that Sahul
Hameed was funding the
expenses of wanted smu-
ggler K. Gangi Reddy in
Mauritius, as he owed
`70 crore to him.

Chittoor superinten-
dent of police G. Srinivas
said, “Venkatesh is a
kingpin from Chennai
and has rich connections.
He, along with Selvaraj,
tried to stop even the gov-
ernment auction of red

sanders. They adopt dif-
ferent modi operandi.
Most of it is illegal.
Venkatesh moves around
in BMW cars.”

Ten cases are booked
against him and he has
smuggled more than 350
tonnes of red sanders.

A top AP police official
said, “We have been get-
ting information on this
network from various
sources. Venkatesh spon-
sored the flight tickets of
178 persons who went for
Azharuddin’s wedding in
Dubai recently. Most of
them are smugglers and
their aides.”

The official also  said,
“Gangi Reddy was in
Mauritius for several mo-
nths. Sahul was funding
his stay in mauritius as
he owed `70 crore to
him.”

Azharuddin was arrest-
ed at Mumbai immigra-
tion when he arrived
from Dubai.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has been informed
about the properties of
the accused so that they
can be attached.

K. Venkatesh

Lakshman Thamang

Azharduddin

SMUGGLERS
IN THE DOCK

■ DUBAI-BASED SANDERS
DON SAHUL HAMEED’S SON
AZHARUDDIN WAS HELD AT
MUMBAI IMMIGRATIONS.

■ K. VENKATESH, A RICH
SMUGGLER FROM, TRIED TO
STOP THE GOVERNMENT’S
AUCTION OF RED SANDERS.

■ COPS SAID THAT SAHUL
HAMEED WAS FUNDING WANT-
ED SMUGGLER GANGI REDDY’S
STAY IN MAURITIUS.
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A division bench com-
prising Acting Chief Jus-
tice Dilip B. Bhosale and
Justice S.V. Bhatt of the
Hyderabad High Co-urt
on Monday directed the
Special Investigation Te-
am to record the supple-
mentary statements of
three witnesses in the
Seshachalam encounter
case and submit a report
before the court.

The bench was dealing
with the petitions by Ch-
ilaka Sudhakar, general
secretary of the civil lib-
erties committee and Mu-
niammal wife of Sashi
Kumar seeking to book a
case under Section 302 of
IPC (Murder) against the
police personnel involved
in the encounter in which
20 alleged red sander sm-
ugglers were killed on
April 7, 2015 at Ses-hacha-
lam hill ranges in Chi-
ttoor district.

Ms Vrinda Grower, cou-
nsel from Delhi appear-
ing for the families of the
victims complained to the
court that the SIT team
has threatened Bala-cha-
ndran, Sekhar, and Elan-
goan while recording the-
ir statements at Tirup-
athi.

Dammalapati Srinivas,
additional advocate gen-
eral of AP refuting the
arg-uments, submitted th-

at the SIT has unable to
access the three witness-
es as they are in custody
of an NGO ‘Peoples
watch’.

He said that the police
from Tamil Nadu, trans-
lators, revenue officers
were present when the
witnesses were questio-
ned and the whole pro-
cess was video graphed.

Denying the allegations
made by the counsel, he
said the government is
willing to go over to Ta-
mil Nadu and record the
statement made by the
three witnesses.

Then the bench ordered
the SIT team to go the
native villages of the wit-
nesses in Tamil Nadu and
record their statements
in the presence of the
advocate but he will not
hear the conversation
between the police and
the witnesses and none of
the representative of the
NGO is to be allowed
while recording the state-
ments. The bench ruled
that the entire process of
recording of statements
be video graphed.

HC asks SIT to
record witnesses

● Hyderabad High Court
on Monday directed the
Special Investigation
Team to record the sup-
plementary statements
of three witnesses in the
Seshachalam encounter
case and submit a report

TS in a fix
over OGH
revamp

Plans to amend
anti-ragging law
DC CORRERSPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 3

HRD Minister, Ganta
Srinivasa Rao on Monday
stated that the govern-
ment  would add more te-
eth to the AP Anti- Rag-
ging Act, 1997 and the
certificates of the ragging
accused in the state wo-
uld be marked in  such
way that they would not
be able to get admission
in any  educational insti-
tution in the country.

However, a section of
the legal fraternity has
criticized the minister’s
statement and expressed
that it is better to organ-
ise awareness campaigns
ag-ainst ragging instead
of adding more teeth to
the Anti Ragging Act.

President of the Forum
for Legal Professionals,

Kuppili Muralidhar said
that many reports say
that death penalty does
not deter murders in  In-
dia and many other na-
tions. 

Similarly, ouster from
colleges for ragging may
not deter ragging menace
and too many Acts will
spoil the exact purpose. 

A series of steps need to
be taken on all university
campuses to instil confi-
dence among juniors by
installing CCTV cameras
at hostels, canteens where
students hangout inside
the colleges to curb rag-
ging, he added.
President of Visak-hapat-
nam Bar Association J.
Prithvi Raj said   “ We al-
so want to make sure that
the  incident like the one
in ANU  are never repeat-
ed in the state.”

DC CORRESPONDENT
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The Telangana govern-
ment is in a spot over the
demolition of the old
Osmania General
Hospital building to
pave the way for two new
towers in its place.

Sources said, Chief Mi-
nister, K Chandrasekhar
Rao, is monitoring the
situation and may keep
demolition of the her-
itage building on hold
till a solution is found
following strong protests
from the entire
Opposition including
friendly MIM and her-
itage activists.

OGH is located on 26.80
acres near Afzalgunj
and the old heritage
building is housed only
on 2.37 acres. 

After the chest hospital
controversy where doc-
tors, heritage activists
and political parties
opposed the government
plan to demolish the her-
itage structure and con-
struct a new Secretariat,
the Osmania General
Hospital is facing much
bigger protests from all
sections.

Interestingly, everyone
wants immediate
revamping of OGH, but
oppose demolition of the
heritage structure. The
hospital dates back to
1846.

“Some parties are
deliberately politicising
the issue. We are not
vacating the entire hos-
pital. Only patients
housed in the old dilapi-
dated building are being
shifted. We are looking
at the interests and safe-
ty of patients. We are
open to solutions,” Dr
Laxma Reddy, health
minister said. 

TS helps 
karateka
get trained  

Gamblers go online to evade authorities
NALLA RAM | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, AUG. 3

Gamblers in AP are no
longer confined to gam-
bling dens and are increas-
ingly invading the online
space. 

Online card games like
rummy are becoming pop-
ular luring card kings on
account of reduced risk of
police raids and the hefty
bounty to be taken home.
Some of these card ga-
mes’ portals have been
started by IIT alumni. Bets
can be placed online and
money is debited and cred-
ited directly to the bank
account. 

The portals are drawing
attention with taglines
such as ‘Own a fridge or
smart mobile phone or lat-
est tab and few other elec-

tronic gadgets with just a
card game’ and so on.

With the continuous ra-
ids at organized gambling
dens housed in apart-
ments and guest houses in
city outskirts and farm-
houses in Vizag, Vija-
yawada and few other cit-
ies and town in AP, the
gamblers are now resort-
ing to online rummy. The
website www.rummycir-
cle.com is attracting neti-
zens with tempting tag-
lines.

I. Chittibabu, assistant
commissioner of police
(City Task Force), Vizag,
said that as per AP Ga-
ming Act, 1974, playing
car-ds Teen Patti (a game
of three cards) and few
other formats in the clubs
and organised dens is an
offence. Vizag city has

reported an increase in
number gambling cases
and crores of rupees are
involved.

Computer literate gam-
blers are upping their st-
akes in online rummy ga-
mes, as there is almost no
risk from the enforcement
officials and authorities. 

Sources say that online
rummy stakes is permit-
ted in certain countries
like  UK, Taiwan and Hong
Kong but not in India.The
game itself is just a matter
of pure skill and the win-
ner takes all the money
which is nothing but gam-
bling.  

“Online rummy is an
offence but it is not that
easy to arrest the organis-
ers as a lot of investiga-
tion and co-ordination is
requi-red,” said the ACP.
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Telangana Chief Mini-
ster K.Chandrasekhar
Rao on Monday offered
financial assistance to
Syeda Falak, city-based
karateka, to get training
for the Senior Asian
Karate Championship to
be held in September in
Japan. 

A resident of Old City,
the 20-year-old karateka
had won gold medal in
Chennai Open Karate
Championship last mo-
nth besides winning sev-
eral medals in various
categories. 

She is representing
India in the upcoming
Senior Asian Karate
Championship in Japan. 

She met Mr Chandra-
sekhar  Rao at Secr-
etariat on Monday and
sought financial assis-
tance for  training. 

Mr Chandrasekhar
Rao, who lauded her ach-
ievements, has offered to
bear all her training
expenses for the upcom-
ing Championship. 

In addition, Mr Rao
also offered financial
assistance for G. Swati
Rao, the first and only
woman pilot from
Telangana.

She met the CM and
sought financial assis-
tance for training to
become Air Bus pilot.
Mr Rao agreed to extend
the required financial
assistance.

FESTIVAL RUSH

Elephant procession at the Mahankali temple on the occasion of Bonalu in Secunderabad. —DECCAN CHRONICLE

CONFUSION OVER LEGALITY
OF ONLINE BETTING
DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, AUG. 3

While police in AP are
looking to crack down
on online betting space
as well, the legality of
online card games per se
is a debatable issue. Diff-
erent High Courts have
ruled differently on this
issue.

The AP High Court
had ruled it is complete-
ly legitimate and not
illegal under the AP Ga-
mbling Act. But another
case is currently being
fought in the Supreme
Court.President of For-

um for Legal Profe-
ssionals Kuppili Mur-
alidhar said that there is
little confusion over the
issue as the AP and
Karnataka High Courts
have permitted online
rummy with stakes
while Madras High Co-
urt has not. 

He said that Madras
HC had banned rummy
and card games with
stakes, not just online
but in other places too,
citing it to be a form of
gambling and the court
also asked some   clubs
to refrain from profiting
from such games.

B. THARUN KUMAR
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 3

While there is an increase
in air passengers and
number of flight   services
in airports across the st-
ate, airports run by Air-
ports  Authority of India
ended up with losses for
the past four consecutive
years, that is, 2010 to 2014.

However, it is expected
that the 2014-2015 fiscal
year may see decline in
losses and there is a possi-
bility of traffic in airports
like  Vijayawada and Vis-
akhapatnam where air tra-

ffic increased multiple
fold.

According to the Min-
ister of State for Civil Avi-
ation, out of 109   airports
including international,
domestic airports only ei-
ght were profit making in
the country while the rest
all are making losses for
the last  four fiscal years.

In Andhra Pradesh, all
the five airports- Vijaya-
wada, Visakhapatnam, Ti-
rupati, Rajahmundry and
Cuddapah airports- were
making loss amounting to
several crores in the four
fiscal years mentioned by

the Union minister. 
The Union minister sub-

mitted the details in Par-
liament following a ques-
tion raised on July 27.

The losses incurred at
various airports are pri-
marily due to low air traf-
fic movements resulting in
lesser aeronautical rev-
enue, low  non-aeronauti-
cal revenue potential and
basic operating expendi-
ture on account of regula-
tory and security require-
ments, the reply stated. 

Same is the reason for
losses in airports across
Andhra Pradesh.

AP airports’ profits fail to take flight
■ Low air traffic movement leave airports in the red, turnaround expectedPAY | DIRT

LOSS MAKING AIRPORTS IN ANDHRA PRADESH (-amounts in crores)

AIRPORT 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Cuddapah -3.69 -3.71 -4.09 -4.03
Rajahmundry -3.82 -8.14 -14.43 -9.73
Tirupathi -8.20 -11.63 -15.72 -17.46
Vijayawada -11.04 -10.94 -13.20 -11.81
Visakhapatnam -13.32 -11.00 -15.45 -14.12

■ The beads, made
out of red sandal-
wood, are sold for
around `20,000 to
`30,000.
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An accused in a cheating case
allegedly escaped from the
Banjara Hills police station. 

The accused, Nasir Rajput,
is facing charges of cheating
nearly 20 unemployed youths,
a bank employee and a furni-
ture shop owner in Nampally.
Police tracked him to Ranchi
in Jharkhand and a team
brought him back from
Ranchi on Sunday night and
handed him over at the police
station.  Rajput, who went out
to answer nature's call,
escaped. The victims said the
cops helped him escape after
sharing the money. 

Nasir Rajput is a native of
Jaipur in Rajasthan. Three
months ago, he shifted to
Hyderabad along with family
and rented a flat. 

He opened a garment firm
in Banjara Hills and gave an
advertisement in local news-
papers for people to work in
the firm and collected nearly
`20,000 from 20 candidates as
security deposit. 

He also made the candidates
believe that he is a close
friend of Deputy Chief
Minister Mahmood Ali and
that he would inaugurate
their office in Banjara Hills.
The candidates believed when
he showed them his photo-
graphs with

the Deputy CM. Similarly
he cheated a furniture dealer
at Nampally and bought fur-
niture for his house. He also
cheated an ICICI Bank
employee and received nearly
`15 lakh through fund trans-
fer and purchased a luxury
car on loan.

When, pressure from these
people increased, he collected
the money, jewellery and fled
with the car. Police traced the
car to Ranchi using GPS
Sources said the unemployed
youths

who were cheated collected
money and purchased flight
tickets for the police team
which went to  Ranchi to pick
up the accused. 

“There was no funding by
the victims. We are investigat-
ing the issue and will soon
nab the accused. There will
be strict action against per-
sons responsible for the
escape,” said a senior police
official.


